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  Town of  West Bridgewater 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald - Brown Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

17  December 2019    

 Minutes  

 

 

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson 

(LA), Moe McCarthy (MM), Steve Winters (SW), and Ryan Byrnes (RB) in attendance. Alternate 

member Paula Bethoney (PB) was absent.  Agent John DeLano (JD) took notes for Secretary Kitty 

Doherty to transcribe. The meeting was filmed for cable release at a later date,  and a sign-in sheet 

recorded the names of those who attended.  

  

▪ SW / RB motioned to approve  Minutes for  3 December 2019 as presented, so voted.  

 

New Public Hearing: 

586 Manley Street; General Stormwater Management Permit; Jacobs Driscoll Engineering, Inc. / 

Manuel T. Buginga, Jr.: convert existing home into an office, construction of a garage / warehouse and 

contractor's yard  

Consultant Josh White submitted mailing receipts for the General Stormwater Management Permit 

public hearing abutter letters and presented the applicant's plans to renovate an existing house as office 

space. Commissioner Anderson queried as to what type of business would be developed there. Mr. 

White explained that it would be a contractor's yard and warehouse. Chairman Hay asked about access 

to the reserve area and about plans for using that area in the future. Discussion ensued; there were no 

abutter concerns. Agent DeLano said that he  had  requested a copy of the revised plan after the 

applicant completed their  Site Plan Review with the Planning Board. The DEP # has not yet been issued 

so the PH could not be closed.  

▪SW / MM motioned to continue the public hearing to 7 January 2020, so voted. 
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Continued Public Hearings:  

 

Maps 1, 2 & 5; Lots 7, 9, 11, 2, 3 & 4  - Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation  (SE 328 - 779) 

Gallagher Engineering  /   Meadow Wood LLC, to verify delineation of Wetland Resource Areas on lots in 

West Bridgewater, off Ash Street Extension in Brockton.   

 

Consultant Frank Gallagher, with Matt Albanese &  Ross Messina,  reviewed the delineation of Wetland 

Resource Areas on this property with the commission.  LEC had flagged the WL but no WL report was 

submitted with ANRAD.  The report has now been received and the site has been reviewed by Agent DeLano; 

he is satisfied with the report and the WL line as delineated.  

▪ SW / MM motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.   

▪ SW / MM motioned to issue  an ORAD, so voted.  

 

 

Administrative discussions:   

Scotland Acres  / Westbridge Radio Control Club:  FYI discussion regarding the  License and Insurance 

renewal;  Agent DeLano was contacted by club members who wish to renew their annual license 

agreement  for their airplane flying field at Scotland Acres. They currently have a one - year license and 

pay  $1,800 by 1st February every year.   The club would like to renew the license for a three -  years 

period at the same annual fee.  The money collected from this licensing agreement might be earmarked 

towards establishing  a grassland conservation area on Scotland Acres, as encouraged by the Natural 

Heritage Endangered Species Program.   JD recommends this change,  providing that the new insurance 

policy certificate is for the same coverage currently approved by Town Counsel.  The insurance 

certificate needs to be sent  to the commission in advance in order to allow Town Counsel's review  - the 

License document should be ready for January 2020 review.   

 

 

 

Stoney Road 61A / Notice of Intent to Sell - land owner Craig Smith has a Purchase & Sale Agreement 

to sell his 4.8 acre parcel just north of Mill Pond Road for $200.000, but first must remove the 61A  

Agricultural designation. The town has first refusal rights to match the purchase price on 61A property.  

The parcel has two built - out  form A lots on Stoney Road.  Mr. Smith had originally intended to 

develop four additional lots on the rear portion of the property but  then combined the rear land into one 

lot, which  has diverse WL resources with  upland, a kettle hole and a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. It  

is partly cleared in anticipation of construction.  The placement of natural features on this lot makes the 

construction of a new dwelling very difficult to design.   

 

Discussion ensued among commissioners; the land is located across the road from the West Bridgewater  

State Forest and abuts another 4.6 acres of town- owned  conservation land.  It has limited access off 

Stoney Road  which is narrow and provides no parking, however, this property could become part of an  

open space corridor linking to West Meadow Conservation Area.  The commission is eager to 

recommend to the Board of Selectmen that they exercise their  Right of First Refusal and acquire this 

choice property for the $200,000; the matter would then need town meeting approval.   

 

▪ MM/ SW motioned to recommend to the Board of Selectmen that they exercise their Right of First 

Refusal on this property and authorize town purchase for $200,000, so voted.  
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Conflict of Interest handouts from the Town Clerk were distributed to each commissioner, with the 

request that they sign and return to her the document receipt form found on the back page of the 

handout.  

 

3 Sandy Hill Road - Dianne White; 

▪  SW / MM motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance without bond, so voted.  

The document was signed.  

 

17 Pearl Road - David Flynn;  

▪ SW / RB  motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance without bond, so voted.  

The document was signed.  

 

Correspondence;   Chairman Hay brought a public hearing notice for a matter before the Easton 

Conservation Commission to the board's attention. The property in question is on the town line and West 

Bridgewater is an abutter.   

 

 

 

Commissioner's Annual Business Meeting immediately following the regular meeting 

 

▪ RB / SW motioned to re-elect the same officers again this year with Tim Hay as Chair, Lee Anderson as 

Vice-Chair, and Moe McCarthy as Clerk, so voted.  

 

▪ MM / SW motioned to approve the 2020 meeting schedule and submission deadline dates as 

presented, so voted. See attachment.  

 

▪ SW / MM motioned to adjourn at 7:13 PM, so voted.  

 

Respectfully, submitted, 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 
Minutes accepted on 21 January 2020 


	Town of  West Bridgewater

